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OF THE FIRST 


CONGRE GATIONAL CHURCK 


OUP IB AaGeAlOOe 


I. WE believe in one Gop, who possesses in an 
infinite degree all natural and moral perfections ; 
who is the Creator, Upholder, and Governor of 
the universe ; who is revealed to us in three equal 


Persons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

II. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments were written under the 
inspiration of Gop; are clothed with divine at- 
thority, and are a perfect rule of faith and prac- 
tice. 

II. We believe that mankind:are fallen from a 
state of rectitude; and are, while in a state of na- 


ture, wholly destitute of that holiness which is 


required by the divine Law. 

IV. We believe that all who are saved will be 
saved by the mercy of Gop, through the atone- 
ment which was effected by the obedience, suffer- 
ings, and death of Curist; and all may be saved 
who will comply with the requirements of the 
Gospel. 

V. We believe in the necessity of regeneration, 
which will uot be accomplished without the aid 


of the Hoty Spirit. 
VI. We believe in the common fraternity of 


man, and the obligations of the Gospel to love all 
mankind: that ‘Gop hath made of one blood all 
nations of men, for to dwell on all the face of the 
earth ;” and that it is our duty to do unto others 
as we would that others should do unto us; the 
spirit of oppression and sional is unjust, unscrip- 
tural, and sinful. 

‘VII: We believe that there are two sacraments, 
and only two, belonging to the christian religion : 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 

VIII. We believe that Gop has appointed a day 
in the which he will judge the world in righteous- 
ness, when the dead shall arise from the graves, 
and, together with the living, stand before the 
judgment seat of Curist, and be adjudged, the 
righteous to everlasting life, and the wicked to 
shame and everlasting contempt. 


dovevanre, 


: You; viewing yourselves subjects of special di- 
vine grace, and under obligation to confess Curist 
before men, do now, in the presence of Gop, an- 
gels, and men, acknowledge your obligations to be 
the Lorp’s, and do here solemnly consecrate your- 
selves and all you have forever to Gon, through 
Jesus Cunisr: You renounce the ways of sin, 


and choose the Lorp Jznovan to be your Gop 


and eternal portion; the Lord Jesus Curist to be 
your only Savior; and the Hoty Guost to be 
your Sanctifier and Comforter. You take Gopn’s 
Holy Word to be your rule of fa'th and practice ; 
and you engage, by the help of his grace, to con- 
form to it in all your éonduct. You promise to 
maintain the ordinances of the Gospel, and the 


stated meetings of the Church for prayer, con- 
ference, and public WOTSHIp | BCCOrdNy-TO "your Lee 
~ means and ability, to support the preached Gospel, 


and strictly to:‘observe Gon’s Holy Sabbath. You 


. promise to maintain secret prayer and family wor- 


ship ; to instruct, govern, and restrain from vicious 
practices and company, all who may. be under 
your care. You promise to use your influence in 
favor of moral reform and temperance, and against 


4 


plavery, and the practice and spirit of war, and 
ever seek to oppose whatever opposes the spirit of 
the Gospel. You promise to promote the edifica- 
tion, purity, and peace of the Church ; to watch 
over its members in christian meekness and broth- 
erly love; and to submit to its discipline, according 
to the directions in the 18th chapter of Matthew, 
until you are regularly,dismissed therefrom. Re- 
lying on Divine Grace, thus you covenant with 
Gop and this Church. _ ' 


Response of the Chureh. 


We, then, the members of this Church, do cor- 
dially receive you into our communion and fellow- 
ship. We welcome you as members of the body 
of Curist, and as fellow travellers to his rest.— 


~ Hie nnamiges 2 by t the he gt race of Gop, to watch over 
Ou With meekness Ald Jove; una vy vounscl-end 


prayer, to help you forward in the way to heaven. 
May we live together as brethren, glorify Him on 
earth, and finally join the Church triumphant in 
heaven, there to unite in the praise of Gop and the 
Lamp. Amen. 
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Being a frequent visitor in your city for the 

past year, I have often wondered that the comfor- 
table Church on Spring Street, formerly occupied 
by Mr. Mirer’s congregation, has, since their re- | 
moval to the other side of the river, until recently, 
been abandoned to the occupancy of scoffers.— 
But, on passing there yesterday, I was invited 
by a friend to enter, and found assembled a com- 
‘pany of devout worshipers, respectable in num- | 
bers and appearance. By the highly commend- 
able exertions of some of your good citizens, a 
Congregational Society has been organized in this § 
part of the city—the Church referred to has been : 
purchased, and the Rev. Prof. Wiison has been 
employed as their pastor. 
The edifice is a very convenient and comforta- }S 
_} ble one in all its appointments. It has been car- fX 
‘| peted and decorated in excellent taste, by some 
ladiesofthe Society. 1t is well lighted with gas, 
rand for attractiveness, compares favorably with 
otlier Churches in the City. | 
But the furniture and decorations of the Church, | 
-} were by no means, the most agreeable subjects, 
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came under my notice. 

_] & The performances of the Choir under the direc- 
tion of Mr. Holbrook were most admirable and 
j creditable to all the singers, I have seldom been 
better pleased with the execution of Church mu- 
sic than in this instance. 

And yet I would not be understood to com- 
| mend the singing as the most interesting, profit- } 
able or important part of the services. Prof. Wil- 
son preached a sermon of so much beauty and 
power, that I was induced to attend again in the 
evening, at which time the choir acquitted them- 
selyes creditably, the church was brilliantly light- 
jedand pleasant, and more than all, the preacher | 
fully sustained his reputation and the impression 
I had previously formed of his great ability in 
his important vocation. Prof. Wilson’s sermons 
display an admirable combination of learning and 
literary taste, with clearmess and force of expres- 
sion, and the personal graces of humility and pi- 
ety. This church supplies what bas been a seri- 
_ f ous want to this part of the city, and it is to be 
- | hoped that the church will be weekly filled with | 
_ fj an appreciative audience. | 

It was announced that the church wonld be | 
open for the letting of pews on Tuesday evening 
next, and that seats in all parts of the house would 
| § be reserved as free ; so that the stranger and the 
| 4 sojourner, through the attentions of the members 
_ fof the church, will find here a comfortable and 
= fitting place of worship, M. 
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